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Idaho Chapter of the ABPA 
A training course for the repair 

of large backflow assemblies was held in 
October  2005.  In conjunction with their 
quarterly meeting, the chapter is hoping to 
bring awareness of the ABPA to the fire 
suppression field in Idaho.  
 
SRC4 Chapter Washington Chapter 

SRC4 Chapter will be having their 13th 
Annual Conference on Feb. 23, 2006. Watch for 
the Northwest CCC Journal notice for more 
information.  The Chapter Officers are: Chair, 
Chuck Fletcher, Past Chair, Lynn Shupe, Vice 
Chair, Mike Wilson, Director 1, Bonnie 
Harrington, Director 2, Don Campbell, Director 
3 Tim Schudel, Director 4, Jeff Lilly, Secretary, 
Denny Lopp, and Treasurer, Jim Lahde. 
 
Oregon Chapter of the ABPA 

The Oregon Chapter had a quarterly 
meeting on August 13 in Beaverton, Oregon.  
Discussions centered around two items, the 
Oregon Chapter Web site and the backflow 
assembly repair issue. 

The board approved the development and 
funding of the Web site, with the 
understanding the entire membership would 
formally vote on its continuation in January 
2006. The next few months will be used as a 
trial period for the web site. 

Legislative Consultant, Grover Simmons 
provided us with an overview of the 2005 
Oregon Legislature, specifically as it related to 
efforts to allow repairs of backflow assemblies 
by Backflow Testers. Mr. Simmons suggested 
that additional groundwork will be needed, 
before legislation allowing Backflow Testers to 
repair devices could be successful in the 

Regional ABPA Report  

By:  Floyd Hensley 
Region 7 Director 

future.  He mentioned the possibility of 
working with the Oregon Plumbing Board to 
develop a program similar to one in the State 
of Washington. 

It was noted that the 2005 Oregon 
Legislature approved legislation (House Bill 
3108) establishing funding for the Department 
of Human Services (DHS) Cross Connection 
Control Program. Included in House Bill 3108 
was the creation on an annual fee to 
implement the DHS cross connection and 
backflow assembly program. The legislation 
will allow for the funding a full-time position 
for compliance of the cross connection control 
program. The yearly fee per utility is: $30. for 
19-99 connections; $75. for 100-999 
connections; $200 for 1,000-9,999 
connections; and $350 for 10,000 or more 
connections.  HB 3108 received broad support 
from water providers, plumbers and cross 
connection representatives. Thanks to the 
efforts of United Association of Plumbers and 
Steamfitters Local 290, Plumbing Heating and 
Cooling Contractors, Western Advocates, 
Eugene Water & Electric Board and Tualatin 
Valley Water District this long awaited funding 
mechanism is in place. 

Another piece of legislation gaining 
approval was House Bill 3093. HB 3093 
provides legislation that DHS may not require 
plumbers to obtain department certification to 
test backflow assemblies along with a 
provision for rules to be adopted requiring 
plumbers to complete state-approved training 
for testing assemblies. Representative Alan 
Brown (R, Newport) introduced the bill at the 
request of the Oregon Plumbing Heating and 
Cooling Contractors. 

 
The first part of the year has been very 

busy with Oregon legislation, as we near the 
last half of the year I hope to attend some of 
the meetings of other Chapters in Region 7. 
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The Pump Monitor™ 
 

Hour Meter/Event Counter 
For 

Water Pumps 
 

www.umgl.net 
Steve Cade (360) 468-3329 

“The Group’s” 2005 Seminar 
That Was A Great Seminar! 

 Bill Bruce, “the Group” Secretary 
  

In Case You Missed it... 
The all-day seminar took place at the La 

Quinta Inn and Suites in Tacoma on October 
19, 2005. About 110 were in attendance 
including 10 manufacture vendors. According 
to the attendee’s evaluations, it was an 
excellent seminar. 

 
The seminar began with a welcome by Dan 

Miller.  The first session was a joint session 
with Jim Van Derslice, as the keynote speaker, 
discussed Relationship Between Water Quality 
and Cross-Connection Control. The next three 
plus hours was a split session.  The BAT 
session included Backflow Assembly Testing 
and Diagnosing Failures presented by   Denny 
Lopp who is from the Spokane region (SRC4). 
His style of teaching was excellent and was a 
fresh approach to testing and diagnosing 
backflow assemblies. He was able to point out 
some new information that I didn’t know 
because of his experience.   

                                                                                                                
The other split session dealt with cross-

connection specialists (CCSs) program issues..  
Terri Notestine spoke on the Washington State 
Department of Health (DOH) Program update, 
Annual Summary Report, DOH cross-
connection control (CCC) compliance strategy 
and partnership with the Evergreen Rural 
Water ERWW).  Simon Tung then spoke on the 
Backflow Incident Reporting Form. In the third   
CCS session Dave Cantrell discussed the 
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC), in particular, 
update of the CCC/BAT section of the code 
including recent amendments.  The last session 
was a panel of three participants—Judy Jones, 
Fred Delvecchio, and David Kingsley.  Their 
topic pertained to BAT and CCS information on 
certification compliance, and professional 
growth.  The session was completed after an 
informal question and answer period.                                     

 
The combined afternoon session begin with 

Paul Schwartz from the University of California 
(USC).  He reviewed the USC 10th Edition Manual 
and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
proposed CCC update. He also reviewed the 
upcoming changes of the testing procedures 
including specific improvements to the field 

test procedures.      
The last session of the day was given by 

Darin Christen form the City of Walla Walla.  
He shared with all present the City of Walla 
Walla’s new CCC program and how they have 
progressed to this point and their “space age” 
technology for tracking backflow preventer 
locations.                                           

Dan Miller gave closing remarks for the 
seminar after which time the seminar was 
adjourned. 

The Group’s 2005 Calendar winds down 
with the last meeting to be held on December 
21, at the City of Seattle, Public Utilities 
Operations Bldg.  The topic will be 2006 
Planning. 

All meetings start at 10:00 AM unless noted 
otherwise and business meetings to precede 
the topic. 



STATE HEALTH CONTACTS  
IDAHO 

CCC Program Manager - Joan Thomas   
(208) 373-0275  FAX (208) 373-0409 

OREGON 
CC Program Coordinator - Kathryn Mattimore 

(503) 731-4007 FAX (503) 731-4078 
CC Program Manager - Mary Leverette 

(503) 731-4002 ext. 232 
WASHINGTON 

CCC Program Manager - Terri Notestine 
 (360) 236-3133 

Email terri.notestine@doh.wa.gov 
State Approved List – Marsha Carlton   

(800) 521-0323 
BAT Certification – David Kingsley  

(800) 562-0858 
Operator Certification (800) 525-2536 
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WETRC Opens Training Center 
In Spokane 

By: Fred Delvecchio, WETRC 
The Washington Environmental Training 

Center recently opened a satellite in the 
Spokane area to help meet training needs for 
Backflow Assembly Testers, Cross Connection 
Control Specialists and other water works and 
wastewater operators in northeast Washington 
and northern Idaho. The facility combines a 
classroom and wet lab for backflow assembly 
tester related training. The BAT certification 
and professional growth examinations will also 
be offered at this location. Conveniently 
located at 125 South Sullivan Road in the 
Spokane Valley, the center is accessible to 
nearby restaurants, hotels and general 
shopping.  Contact www.wetrc.org for class 
schedules. 

Plans are underway to provide other courses 
such as basic and advanced cross connection 
control, water treatment and distribution, and 
wastewater collection and treatment. 
Suggestions for new course topics and 
improvements to existing courses are always 
welcome and readers are invited to contact 
WETRC with their recommendations. 

There are part-time paid job opportunities 
for proctors for the hands-on Backflow 
Assembly Tester certification and professional 
growth examinations, and for instructors for 
several future courses. Well skilled BATs and 
operators are invited to check out these 
openings. Those who fill these part time 
positions receive personalized instruction on 
how to be an exceptional trainer. They also 
contribute to protecting public health and the 
state’s water resources by sharing their skill 
and knowledge , and earn extra income for 
their effort. 

For more information about WETRC’s 
Spokane Valley training facility or the part time 
employment opportunities available contact me 
at (253) 288-3370 or by email: 
fdelvecchio@greenriver.edu 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM BLOWOUT 
RESULTS IN BOIL WATER ORDER? 

By Ty Wick, SCWD #3 
On September 28, 2005 Spokane County 

Water District No. 3 was notified that two (2) 
routine bacteriological water samples taken 
from within their Water Service Area in North 
Spokane tested PRESENT for Total Coliform 

and ABSENT for E. Coli.  “At this point, we had 
a Non-Acute violation of the Coliform 
Monitoring Rule and proceeded to take six (6) 
Repeat samples as prescribed in the District’s 
Coliform Monitoring Plan,” said Ty Wick, 
General Manager. 

On September 29, 2005 the results of the six 
(6) Repeat samples taken was four (4) Total 
Coliform and E. Coli ABSENT (which included 
the two original sample sites.)  However, the 
remaining two Repeat sample results were 
both Total Coliform and E. Coli PRESENT. 

Once E. Coli was detected in a Repeat 
sample an Acute violation of the Coliform 
Monitoring Rule had occurred which resulted 
in the Boil Water Advisory and notification of 
District customers through a direct 
distribution of door hangers and the use of the 
press (TV, radio and newspaper) to boil the 
water before drinking. 

District staff accomplished direct 
notification with assistance from neighboring 

(Continued on page 4) 
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utilities, (the Spokane Water Department and 
Whitworth Water District No. 2.)  By 8:30p.m. that 
same day (September 29, 2005), door hangers 
were hand delivered to the entire area consisting 
of 1,300 customers. 

 
Additionally, during this same time frame, the 

two (2) reservoirs serving the system were 
chlorinated, the operating well was outfitted with 
a chlorinator and the entire distribution system 
was flushed until a free chlorine residual was 
detected throughout. 

 
Now attention was turned to finding out what 

caused the contamination.  The first concern was 
that security had been breached at the reservoirs 
or well stations.  District staff had checked these 
facilities immediately after receiving the results 
of the two routine bacteriological samples and 
found no evidence of any tampering.   

The Washington State Department of Health 
(WSDOH) conducted a Special Purpose 
Investigation related to the Public Health 
Advisory.  They toured the facilities on October 3, 
2005.  “We did not observe any obvious sources 
of coliform contamination,” said Mr. Ed Parry, 
Regional Engineer. 

 
To date, no source of contamination has been 

identified.  “It is highly likely that we will never 
know what caused this problem”, Wick said.  
District Commissioners have directed that this 
system will be disinfected from this point 
forward. 

Due to the time of year and a similar 
experience in another water service area several 
years earlier, District staff and WSDOH speculate 
that the cause was a lawn sprinkler system being 
blown out with an air compressor that over 
pressured the water system and introduced the 
contamination into the distribution grid. 

(Continued from page 3) 

This area is predominately single family homes 
that were built in the late 1950’s and 1960’s.  The 
District did not take over operation of the water 
system until 1986 and does not have any records 
of customer lawn sprinkler systems. 

Since changes were made to WAC 246-290-490 
in 1999, “purveyors are not responsible for 
eliminating or controlling cross connections within 
the consumer’s water system.  Under chapter 
19.27 RCW, the responsibility for cross-connection 
control within the consumer’s water system, i.e., 
within the property lines of the consumer’s 
premises, falls under the jurisdiction of the local 
administrative authority.” 

“The purveyor’s responsibility for cross-
connection control shall begin at the water supply 
source, include all the public water treatment, 
storage, and distribution facilities, and end at the 
point of delivery to the consumer’s water system, 
which begins at the downstream end of the service 
connection or water meter located on the public 
right-of-way or utility-held easement.” 

The District has been implementing this 
responsibility by requiring premise isolation of 
all high health cross-connection hazards.  
Additionally, all new multi-family and commercial 
water services include premise isolation and 
existing multi-family and commercial water 
services are updated with premise isolation when 
changes are made to their plumbing systems. 

Retrofitting single family homes with premise 
isolation is problematic.  When a backflow 
prevention device is installed to provide premise 
isolation a “closed” system is created.  A “closed” 
system is one that is capable of trapping high 
pressure within the consumer’s water system.  
Plumbing codes require that “closed” systems 
must be protected with an expansion chamber to 
allow for relief from high pressure.  Since most of 
these homes have finished basements there is 
little space available to install such devices.  High 
pressure within a “closed” system is extremely 
hazardous to both life and property. 

 
Is it the purveyor’s responsibility to install 

premise isolation devices and the consumer’s 
responsibility to install the expansion chamber?  
Does the purveyor just need to notify the 
consumer that a premise isolation device is being 
installed on their water service?  Do homes that 
have no lawn sprinkler system really need to be 
retrofitted?  “Until these questions are answered 
satisfactorily, the District is not in a position to 
assume any further responsibility.” said Wick. 
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Every now and then, The Journal staff finds articles or information printed in other publications 
that offer tips or that “refresh” our skills when testing or repairing backflow devices.  We feel that 
they are worth reprinting for the benefit of the readership.   

We found a couple of articles that fit that need so here they are.   

Excerpted from Cross Talk, published by the FCCCHR at the University of Southern California, ©2005 USC 
All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 

3.0 PSI Buffer 
 
As mentioned in the Fall 2003 issue of Cross 

Talk, the Manual Review Committee has agreed 
to eliminate the 3.0 PSI buffer recommendation 
for the field test procedure on reduced 
pressure principle assemblies. 

 
The “buffer” is the difference in the reading 

of the differential pressure across the No. 1 
check valve and the differential pressure at 
which the relief valve opens.  For example, the 
first check reading on the RP is 5.7 PSID and 
the relief valve opens at 2.5 PSID ; the buffer is 
the difference between the two reading, in this 
case 3.2 PSID. 

 
The reduced pressure principle assemblies 

are required to have a 3.0 PSID buffer during 
the laboratory evaluation of the backflow 
preventer.  This buffer is to minimize the 
nuisance created by water discharging when 
there are line pressure fluctuations.  If the line 
pressure fluctuates, but not more than 3.0 PSI, 
then the relief vale would not activate.  The 
buffer has never been an indication of how 
well the assembly would prevent backflow. 

 
The Ninth Edition field test procedures 

recommend a 3.0 PSID buffer.  However, the 
Manual Review Committee has decided that the 
Tenth Edition will require the first check of the 
RP to hold at a value of 5.0 PSID or greater and 
it must also be at a value above the relief valve 
opening point.  There will be no 
recommendation of requirement for a “buffer”.  
The requirement for the relief valve to open at 
a differential of 2.0 PSID or greater will remain.  
The Standard in Section 10 of the Manual is 
not changing in this regard.  This means the 
3.0 PSID buffer will still be required during the 
laboratory evaluation of the approval process.  
However, the field evaluation will no longer 
recommend the 3.0 PSID buffer. 
 

Flipping The Disc 

While Repairing Assemblies 
A common question received by the 

Foundation Engineering Staff is: “When repairing 
a backflow preventer is it OK to flip the disc?” 

When testers come across problems during the 
field test of a backflow preventer, they normally 
try to assess the situation to determine the 
problem.  Often when a tester obtains an 
inadequate reading on a check valve, the problem 
is merely debris, which was caught on the disc.  
This is cleaned off, the assembly reassembled and 
re-tested. 

 
Sometimes, the disc may have had some debris 

embedded into it, which caused permanent 
deformation.  In these cases the tester may be 
tempted to simply flip the disc over so that the 
smooth side of the disc (assuming it hasn't’ been 
flipped already), which had been against the disc 
retainer, is sealing against the seat.  In some cases 
this may provide a temporary solution, however, 
this is not the proper means of repairing a 
backflow preventer. 

 
When any portion of a backflow preventer is 

damaged it is necessary to replace the part with 
the original manufacturer’s replacement parts.  
To flip the disc is essentially the same as using a 
“used part”.  When repairing a backflow 
prevention assembly, the goal should be more 
than just getting the assembly to pass the test for 
the moment, by any means.  The repair should 
leave the assembly in a properly operating 
condition so that it will continue to operate 
properly.  Flipping the disc is really not a repair, 
but a makeshift way of getting the assembly to 
pass the test for the moment. 

 
In some cases the disc retainer has a 

phonograph finish or raised rings in order to help 
the disc stay in place.  If this type of disc is 
flipped the “back” side of the disc may have the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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markings of the phonograph finish in the sealing 
area and will likely provide a poor seal against 
the check valve seat.   

 
The tester should always be prepared to repair 

the assembly they are testing.  One should have 
commonly needed spare parts available, such as 
discs, gaskets, o-rings, etc., or know where 
original manufacturer’s replacement parts are 
available.  If the tester initiates a repair without 
the proper parts at hand, they could find, when 
they decide to flip the disc, that it has already 
been flipped and neither surface is suitable to get 
a proper seal.   

 
Overall, testers should be sure when a repair 

or maintenance is necessary, to do a professional 
and complete job.  A backflow preventer, which is 
not properly repaired or maintained, may not 
provide adequate backflow protection when 
needed. 

(Continued from page 5) 

SRC4 Invites all to attend: 

Notices 

On February 23rd, 2006, SRC4 will hold 
it’s 13th Annual Conference.  It will be 
located at the Red Lion Hotel at the Park in 
downtown Spokane.   

303 W. North River Drive  509-326-8000. 

At the Conference, updated and current topics 
along with our famous “Split Session” for BATs and 
CCSs. 

For the BATs : Washington DOH Backflow 
Assembly Testing Procedures and diagnosing 
assembly failures as used in the BAT Pro-Growth 
Exams.   

For the CCSs, current topics that always generate 
debate and new ways to treat new challenges. 

Very soon, SRC4 will send out flyers with 
registration forms so look for them in your 
mail.  SRC4 will also post this form on the 

website (www.src4.org). 

Mark your 
calendar 

 

Annual Seminar 

HOLIDAY INN SELECT 25425 SW 95th Ave Wilsonville, OR  (I-5 Exit 286) 
(503) 682-2211  Special Rates by mentioning ABPA 

Presentations on State CC Program, Oregon 
CC Advisory Com., Purveyor/Tester Ethics, 
Surveys and much more! 

Technical Session include confined space 
safety, Repair Issues and “What you can 
repair”. 

Certification for Proctors on Jan. 27th at 
Clackamas Com. College, Oregon City, OR. 

January 26th, 2006 

For additional information: 
Ernie Castro (503) 691-3098 
Kevin Schmeltzer (503) 848-3041 
www.or-abpa.org 
This is the place to find out what’s 

going on in Oregon regarding cross 
connection! 

Mark your 
calendar 

Happy Holidays from the staff at  
The Northwest CCC Journal! 

Be safe and be as generous as you can to 
your favorite charity.  This time of year, not 
everyone has a warm home! 
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Oregon Cross Connection/Backflow Prevention Program 

By:  K. Mattimore 
 
Cross Connection moves back to Drinking 
Water Program 

Effective September 1, 2005, the Cross 
Connection Program moved back to the 
Drinking Water Program.  This integration will 
be beneficial.  The DWP folks that perform 
sanitary surveys are linking to the Cross 
Connection Program for information and 
mutual support.  Work on revisions to the 
administrative rules is supported by DWP 
leadership and guidance.  At some point soon 
the Cross Connection Program office will move 
downstairs to the DWP 6th floor location.  The 
entire state office building has converted to a 
single phone system so my new phone number 
is (971) 673-1220 and the fax (for now) is (971) 
673-1299.  Old phone numbers will forward to 
the new numbers for a while. 

Specialist and Tester renewals 
All Oregon Cross Connection Specialist and 

Backflow Assembly Tester certifications 
expired June 30, 2005.  To date, the Program 
has processed over 1,200 renewals.   

Thirty renewal applications are on hold 
pending resolution of missing information or 
fees.   

Twenty renewal applications bounced back 
to the Program as undeliverable mail.  If you 
move, get a new telephone number, change 
employment, acquire, change or lose licensure 
from the Construction or Landscape 
Contractor’s Boards, it is your responsibility to 
notify the Program. We try to make it easy for 
you to do this. Changes are accepted by mail, 
fax, email or phone call.  

The Program continues to receive 
notification from water suppliers about Testers 

performing tests without certification.  Any 
tests performed while the Tester is not 
certified can’t be accepted and must be re-
tested by a certified Tester.  Please check your 
certification card and verify if the date at the 
bottom reflects an expiration date of 
6/30/2007 (that’s a good/current thing).  If 
you are “expired”, contact the Program 
Coordinator for resolution.  Remember that 
certification in Oregon must be through 
Oregon Department of Human Services.  
American Backflow Prevention Association or 
another state certification is not valid 
certification in Oregon for testing assemblies.  
Most recent enforcement activities are dealing 
with Testers that have assumed they are 
certified when in fact they failed to renew. The 
Program’s website (http://
www.healthoregon.org/crossconnection) keeps 
a current public list of Department certified 
Testers that provided appropriate licensure for 
easy verification.  The Program can easily, 
quickly, cheerfully verify any Tester’s current 
certification. 

 
Cross Connection Advisory Board 

The first Board meeting was May 27, 2005 in 
Portland.  Accomplishments included: 
establish meeting guidelines, created board by-
laws, set next year’s meeting schedule, elected 
board officers, submitted names for two 
unnamed board positions, and listed and 
prioritized issues for consideration by the 
board.  This was an amazing list of topics that 
was accomplished and indicated a fine start 
for the board. 

The second meeting was September 7, 2005 
at Eugene Water and Electric Board.  The 
position of plumbing inspector on the board 
was filled; recommendations were made to 
improve clarity and consistency to several 
sections of Oregon Administrative Rules in 
preparation for the rules revision process; 
work proceeded on the established list of 
issues, identifying repair for Testers as the top 
priority and discussion on the resolution of 
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TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

OREGON 
Clackamas Community College    

(503) 657-6958 Ext. 2388  
depts.clackamas.cc.or.us/west 

Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Certification Course 

Tester Re-certification Course 
Tester Re-train/Re-certification Course 

Inspector Re-certification 
 

Backflow Mngmt. Inc.  800-841-7689 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Certification Course 

Backflow Assembly Re-certification 
Cross Connection Control Inspector Update 

 
OAWU (503) 873-8353 

Cross Connection Inspector Update 
 

Oregon Cross Connection Inspector Subcommittee  
 (541) 267-3128 

Backflow Assembly Tester Re-certification 
 

WASHINGTON 
Washington Environmental Training Resource Center 

(WETRC) (800) 562-0858; outside WA  
(253) 833-9111  Ext.  3369 

Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Professional Growth Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Exam Review 
 

IDAHO 
Bill Thompson United Water Corp. (208) 362-7383 

      Backflow Assembly Tester Certification 
Backflow Assembly Tester Refresher 

Cross Connection Control Introduction 
 

Allen Wilder, BAT & Supply 
(208) 456-2287 

Tester Certification & Recertification (ID/ABPA) 
 

Joel Herron, HR2 Inc. 
(208) 867-8547 

Tester Certification, CEU Classes 

the funding issue for the Program due to 
passage of HB  3108. 
 
The third Advisory Board meeting will be: 
Thursday December 1, 2005  
Portland State Office Building 
800 NE Oregon Street, Suite 918  
9 AM to 11 AM   
Meetings are open to the public and time will be 
allowed to receive public comment on cross 
connection control-related issues.  Current 
agenda and past minutes will be available on 
the Program website or by contacting the 
Program Coordinator. 
 
Board members are: Mary Howell, Backflow 
Management Inc., Chairperson, Steve West, 
Water Conservation Manager, EWEB, Vice-Chair, 
Monica Anderson, Engineer, Balzhiser & 
Hubbard Engineers, Jim Clark, City of Florence, 
Tester and Specialist, Pat Dorning, Water 
Division Supervisor, City of Redmond, Joe 
McNelly, Plumbing Inspector, City of Hillsboro, 
Ron Robertson, Local 290 Plumber and 
backflow instructor, and Jerry Thomas, 
Division Manager, United Pipe & Supply.   
 
The public member board position remains 
open.  An ideal candidate would be someone 
unrelated to the cross connection industry, with 
experience working on a board and with some 
basic knowledge about backflow.  A somewhat 
unhappy water customer about backflow 
requirements could bring an interesting 
perspective to the board!  Please submit any 
potential public member names to the Program 
for consideration. 
 
Rules Revision 
The Program’s Administrative Rules will be 
revised to reflect changes made by the passage 
of the bills in the 2005 Legislative Session.  The 
Program is currently drafting changes to these 
rules and taking advantage of this opportunity 
to include clarifying, consistency or 
housekeeping changes.  A few new definitions 
are suggested and clarifications are made to the 
installation and operation standards.  Rule 
revisions are accomplished by several steps 
including an open public comment period and 
public hearings before final adoption.  It is 
expected that a “Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking Hearing” will be mailed to all 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Branom Instrument Co. 
By Harold “Hep” Hepler 

Since 1947 
 

Branom Instrument Company has been privileged to earn your business for over 50 years. Our 
continuing goal is to provide you with the best products and services available. We appreciate the 
honor of being your supplier. 

We specialize in Process Instrumentation for the Control & Monitoring of Pressure, Level, 
Temperature and Flow, as well as Sensors & Controls for Position, Timing and Counting. Our 
product lines also include some of the best known names for Test & Measurement Instruments. 

 We maintain state of the art repair facilities for process control instrumentation as well as 
test and measurement equipment. We are Factory Authorized to repair, calibrate and certify your 
Backflow Prevention Assembly Test Kit. Our highly trained technicians can also repair and calibrate 
your mechanical style controllers, pressure gauges and switches as well as electronic  transmitters, 
transducers, thermometers, sensors and indicators.  

Branom now features a great, new Pressure Differential Test Kit.  The Mid-West Instrument 
model 845 comes in three configurations that can test all brands of reduced pressure principle, 
pressure vacuum breaker and double check valve backflow prevention assemblies. 

It is capable of performing all known test procedures including those recommended by ASSE, 
AWWA, FCCC and HR-USC and NEWWA. 

This test kit includes filters on all hoses, compartments for storing various adaptor fittings and 
tools are built into the new carrying case.  It even has all the Test procedures laminated in clear 
plastic and stored in the lid of the test kit case. 

For specs and photos, visit www.midwestinstrument.com.   
 With offices in Seattle (800-767-6051), Spokane (800-257-3047), Boise (208) 336-5444), 

Portland (800-452-4454) and West Sacramento (800-205-2552) we are ready to serve you. Visit our 
web site at www.branom.com  
 

“Products You Can Trust – From People That Can Help”  
See the Branom Ad on page 3 

Coming in Early 2006 – New Approved Assemblies List 
By Terri Notestine, WA DOH ODW 

The Washington State Office of Drinking Water (ODW) plans to publish the 2006 List of 
Backflow Prevention Assemblies Approved for Installation in Washington State (DOH Pub #331-
137) in early 2006. 

DOH’s list is based on the University of Southern California’s (USC) Foundation for Cross-
Connection Control and Hydraulic Research List of Approved Backflow Prevention Assemblies. DOH’s 
agreement with USC, the DOH Approved Assembly List specifies that the list may not be emailed, 
posted on the ODW Web site, or distributed en masse.  ODW distributes the list only upon request 
and limits distribution to the regulated community, other state agencies and consultants working in 
the drinking water industry in Washington. 

Interested parties must submit a request to ODW each calendar year to obtain the complete list 
at the beginning of the year.  To get a copy of the current Approved Assemblies List, or to be placed 
on the mailing list for the 2006 List, contact ODW at 800-521-0323 or e-mail 
amy.koch@doh.wa.gov . 



WORKING TO PROTECT CLEAN, SAFE 
DRINKING WATER 

Cross Connection Control Committees 
 

WASHINGTON 
Spokane Regional Cross Connection Control Chapter 

(SRC4).  3rd Tuesday 11:30am – 1:30pm 
Contact: Denny Lopp  (509) 456-7273 

Email lopko43@msn.com 
 

 
Western Washington Cross Connection Prevention   
Professionals Group (The Group).  3rd Wednesday  

10:00am-12:00noon 
Contact Dan Miller 360-568-3115  

E-mail : miller@ci.snohomish.wa.us  

OREGON 
Oregon Chapter ABPA 

Bill Whiteman, President 
Contact:  (503) 625-4083 
Email:  gabi38@aol.com 

 
 

Are Your Dues Paid Up To Date? 

P.O. Box 94551   Seattle, WA  98124 
www.backflowgroup.org 

P.O. Box 3570   Tualatin, OR  97062-3570 

 P.O. Box 13086    
Spokane, WA  99213 

www.src4.org 

Journal Sponsors 

P.O. Box 13086    
Spokane, WA  99213 

www.src4.org 

known interested parties in mid-November 2005 with a summary of all rule changes, the dates of 
the open comment period and the hearing dates and locations.  Public hearings will be held in 
Portland, Roseburg and Bend in early January 2006.  The final revised rules should be complete and 
filed by late January. 
 
Annual Summary Reports 
Annual Summary Report forms are available on the Program website, http://www.healthoregon.org/
crossconnection 
Reports for 2005 are due before the last working day of March 2006.  Please call the Program 
Coordinator at (971) 673-1220 if you need the form in an alternate format or have any questions. 

  

(Continued from page 8) 
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